BIOGRAPHY

Biography of Harb bin Isma‘l al-
Kirmani

e is Harb bin IsmaTl bin Khalaf al-Hanzali al-Kirmani, Abii

Muhammad.”” His specific year of birth is not known with
certainty save that al-ZahabT mentions he reach ninety years of age.
Thus, his birth was around the end of the second century hijrah and
Fayiz bin Ahmad who published Harb’s Masa’il states 190H as the
year in which he was born.” His tribal affiliation the same as Ishaq
bin Rahlyah who is also Hanzali. The Hanzalah tribe descends from
Tamim bin Murr. As for his residential ascription, it is to a region in
Nisablir known as Murabba‘ah al-Kirmaniyyah from which al-
Kirmani is derived. Nisabiir lies in North Eastern Iran towards the
border with Turkmenistan and Afghanistan to the East by 200
kilometres.

Imam al-ZahabT writes, “The Imam, ‘Allamah, Aba Muhammad Harb
bin Isma‘l al-Kirmanf, the jurist, student of Ahmad bin Hanbal. He
travelled and sought knowledge, taking from Aba al-walid al-
Tayalisi, Abli Bakr al-Humaydi, AbG ‘Ubayd, Said bin Mansdr,
Ahmad bin Hanbal and Ishaq bin Rahidyah. And [those] who
narrated from him [include] al-Qasim bin Muhammad al-Kirmani,

¥ Biographical information for Harb bin Isma‘il al-Kirmani has been
summarized from Fayiz bin Ahmad’s publication of Masd’il Harb and its
sources include Tabagat al-Hanabilah (1/145), Tarikh Dimashq (12/309),
Siyar A'lam al-Nubula (13/244), Tadhkirah al-Huffadh (2/613), Shadharat
al-Dhahab (2/176), al-Madkhal of Ibn Badran (p. 412), al-Insaf of al-
Mardawi (30/408, 419) and others.

% Masa'll Harb (1/7).

14



resident of Turtds, ‘Abdullah bin Ishaq al-Nahawandi, ‘Abdullah bin
Ya'qub al-Kirmani, his companion Abii Hatim al-Razi, Aba Bakr al-
Khallal and others. Al-Khallal Isaid, ‘He was an honourable [lofty]
man, al-Marradhi encouraged me to travel to him.’ I [al-Zahabi] say:
The Masa’il of Harb is one of the most precious of the books of the
Hanbalis. It is a large [work] comprising two volumes. The date of
his death has been determined by ‘Abd al-Baqi bin Qant' to be in the
year 280H. I say: He was granted a long life and reached close to
ninety years. And I do not know of anything objectionable about
him, may Allah the Exalted have mercy upon him.”*

His Journeys for Knowledge and His Shaykhs

Harb travelled to Iraq in 213H in his early twenties and then to
Makkah in 219H while he was still less than thirty years of age,
unlike some of his peers such as Abti Hatim al-Razi and Imam al-
BukharT who embarked upon writing hadith at a much earlier age.”
As a result of this he lost out on acquiring knowledge from a group
of shaykhs that his peers took from. However, there were a small
number of shaykhs which are considered - upon the classification of
Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalant in Taqrib al-Tahdhib - to be from the ninth
level which comprises those who were the youngest from the
followers of the Tabin. AbG Bakr al-Khallal mentioned some of
them and they are: Abt al-Walid al-Tayalist (d. 227H), Sulayman bin
Harb (d. 224H). Others include Sa‘id bin Sulayman an-Nashiti (d.
225H), ‘Abdullah bin Sawwar al-‘Anbari, ‘Ubaydallah bin Musa al-
‘AbsT al-KafT (d. 213H), and he is the earliest of his shaykhs to die.
Also ‘Ali bin Yazid al-Sudda’® al-Akfani al-Kafi, ‘Amr bin Marziq al-
Bahilt al-Basri (d. 224H), ‘Abd al-Salam bin Mutahhar bin Husam al-
Azd1 al-Basri (d. 224H), Hudbah bin Khalid al-Qaysi al-Basri and
Yahya bin ‘Abd al-Ham1d al-Himmani al-Kafi (d. 228H).

As for his shaykhs in Khurasan from whom he took knowledge, they
include Ishaq bin Rahayah (d. 238H), Ahmad bin al-Azhar al-
Nisabiiri (d. 263H), Ahmad bin Sa‘ld bin Ibrahim al-RibatT al-Marwazi

* Refer to al-Siyar (13/245).
*® Abii Hatim sought and wrote hadith at the age of fourteen and al-Bukhart
at the age of ten.
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(d. 246H), Ahmad bin Sa‘ld bin Sakhr al-Darimi al-Sarkhasi (d. 253H),
Ahmad bin Nasr bin Ziyad al-Nisaburi (d. 245H), ‘Amr bin Zararah
bin Wagqid al-Nisabari (d. 238H), Muhammad bin Rafi' al-Nisabari (d.
245H), Muhammad bin Nasr al-Nisabiri known as al-Farra,
Muhammad bin Yahya al-Dhuhli al-Nisabari (d. 252H) and Ya‘qub
bin Sufyan al-FarsT al-Fasawi (d. 277H).

After seeking knowledge from these shaykhs he devoted time to
worship and purification of the soul which preoccupied him from
travelling to seek knowledge and listening to hadith. Hence, he only
set out on travels during his mid-twenties. The sources of his
biographical account do not relate all of the travels of Harb except
that they mention the three regions he travelled to which are Iragq,
Sham and the Hijaz.

Then in Traq he met most of his shaykhs and acquired the bulk of
his knowledge from them and amongst them ‘Amr ibn Khalid bin
Farikh al-Tamimi al-Jazari (d. 229H). He also met with Imam
Ahmad (d. 241H) and this was before the era of Imam Ahmad’s trials
pertaining to the Qur'an. Harb had heard much of the knowledge of
Imam Ahmad from his own shaykhs, having already memorized
many of the issues before revising them with Imam Ahmad.

He also travelled to Makkah at some time prior or during 219H
whilst still in his late twenties. From the loftiest of his Shaykhs in
Makkah include Sa’id bin Mansir al-Khurasani (resident of Makkah)
and author of the Sunan, (d. 227H), ‘Abdullah bin Zubayr al-Qurashi
al-Humaydi (d. 220H) and Ibrahim bin Muhammad al-Matlabiyy al-
ShafiT (d. 237H), the nephew of Imam al-Shafi‘.

As for Sham, Ibn ‘Asakir relates from Abu Zur‘ah al-Dimashqt (d.
281H) who said, “Two men from the nobles amongst the people
came to us. The first of them and the most distinct of them is Ya'qub
bin Sufyan al-Fasawi, the people of Iraq are incapable of seeing a
man of his likes, and [he mentioned the second] Harb bin Isma‘il al-
Kirmani, he is from those who wrote from me.””' The specific date of

3! Tarikh Dimashq (12/310) and al-MizzI in Tahdhib al-Kamal (8/171).
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his travel to Sham is not known however his companion during this
journey was the Imam, AbQ Hatim al-Razi (d. 277H) who himself
mentioned about Harb, “My companion in Sham... my father - may
Allah show mercy to him - wrote from him in Damascus.”* Abl
HatTm set out on his journeys for knowledge in 213H travelling from
Bahrayn to Egypt, then to Ramlah, then to Damascus, then Antioch
and Turtds, then to Hims and then Raqqah. Finally, he travelled to
Iraq and what is apparent is that Harb accompanied him in parts of
his journey. In Ramlah, Harb heard from Tsa bin Muhammad bin
Ishaq al-Ramli (d. 256H). In Damascus he had numerous shaykhs,
from them were ‘Abbas bin al-Walid ibn Subh al-Sullami (d. 248H),
‘Abadah bin ‘Abd al-Rahim al-Marwazi (d. 244H), Imran bin Khalid
bin Yazid al-Qurashi d. 244H), Muhammad bin ‘Abd al-Rahman al-
Ja'fi (d. 260H), Muhammad bin al-Wazir bin al-Hakam al-Sullam1 (d.
250H), Hisham bin ‘Ammar al-Sullami, the khatib of the grand
mosque in Damascus (d. 245H).

Then in the coastal region of Antioch® and Turtds and al-
Missisiyyah Harb heard from a group of shaykhs and from them
were ‘Abdullah bin Khubayq al-Antaqt (d. 259H), ‘Abd al-Rahman
bin Muhammad bin Salam al-Baghdadyi, resident of Turtas, ‘Abdullah
bin Muhammad bin Yahya al-Turtfsi, Muhammad bin Adam bin
Sulayman al-Juhant al-MasisT (d. 250H), Muhammad bin Ibrahim bin
Muslim al-Turtast (d. 273H), Muhammad bin Sulayman bin Habib
al-Masisi, known as Bulwayn (d. 245H) and Nusayr bin al-Faraj al-
Aslt al-TurtasT (d. 245H).

Then in Hims he heard from another group of Shaykhs and they
include ‘Abd al-Wahhab bin al-Dahhak ibn ’Aban (d. 245H), ‘Amr bin
‘Uthman bin Sa‘Td bin Kathir al-Qurashi (d. 250H), Tsa bin Sulayman
al-Qurashi, Muhammad bin ‘Awf bin Sufyan al-TaT (d. 272H),
Muhammad bin Musaffa bin Bahlil al-Qurashi (d. 246H), al-
Musayyib ibn Wadih al-Sullam1 (d. 246H) and Yahya bin ‘Uthman bin
Sa’1d bin Kathir al-Qurashi (d. 255H).

32 Al-Jarh wal-Ta'dil (3/253).
* This lies on the coastal region of the Mediterranean in Southern-Turkey
which meets with the most northern part of the coast of Syria.
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Fayiz Ahmad devotes a lengthy chapter in his introduction to
Masa’il Harb and lists therein all of the shaykhs of Harb bin Ismafl,
reaching at least one-hundred and sixty-five in number, a large
number of which are from the narrators of the six books of hadith.
There is no doubt that the abundance of shaykhs of a scholar are
from the greatest of evidences and clear proofs for the vastness and
copiousness of his knowledge.**

His Students
From the most prominent of his students include:

Ahmad bin Muhammad bin al-Hajjaj, Aba Bakr al-Marrtdhi (d.
257H) and he is from the narrators of the MasZ’il of Harb from Imam
Ahmad. He was the foremost of the students of Imam Ahmad and
was the one who closed Ahmad’s eyes and washed his body after his

death.

Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Hartn, Abu Bakr al-Khallal (d. 311H), the
Imam and the compiler and organizer of the knowledge of Imam
Ahmad, and a jurist and hafidh, from the residents of Baghdad.

Abd al-Rahman bin Muhammad bin 1dris al-Razi, Aba Muhammad
bin AbT Hatim (d. 327H), he is an imam and the son of an imam, an
ocean of knowledge who took from his father, AbGi Hatim and also
from Abt Zurah and authored works pertaining to narrators,
refutation of the Jahmiyyah, a tafsir based on the athar and others.

‘Abdullah bin Ishaq bin Sayamard, AbG ‘Abd al-Rahman al-
Nahawandi is mentioned by al-Zahabi as one of the students of Harb
and describes him as a hafidh, imam, thigah.”® Also from his
students was ‘Abdullah bin Ya‘qub bin Ishaq, Abt al-Qasim al-
Kirmani. He was mentioned by Ibn ‘Asakir and al-ZahabT as one of
the students of Harb.

3 Refer to Mas@’il Harb (1/35 onwards).
% Refer to al-Siyar (15/247).
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‘Umar bin al-Husayn bin ‘Abdullah, Abi al-Qasim al-Khuraqt (d.
334H) who took knowledge from a group of the students of Imam
Ahmad including Aba Bakr al-Marrtidhi, ‘Abdullah and $alih, the
two sons of Ahmad and also Harb himself.

Muhammad bin Idris bin al-Mundhir al-Hanzali, AbG Hatim al-Razi
(d. 277H), he was from the associates and peers of Harb and though
he was senior and had precedence in knowledge, he took knowledge
from Harb. Abt Hatim is one of the illustrious imams, from the
trustworthy, firm, memorizers, from the oceans of knowledge. He
travelled extensively and excelled in the Prophetic texts and their
isnads, he also authored a great deal, made criticism and appraisal
of the narrators. AbQi Hatim took knowledge from Harb whilst he
was in Damascus.”

The Scholars’ Praise for Harb

The statement of Abu Zur‘ah al-Razi which has preceded, “Two men
from the nobles amongst the people came to us. The first of them
and the most distinct of them is Ya'qib bin Sufyan al-Fasawi, the
people of Iraq are incapable of seeing a man of his likes, and [he
mentioned the second] Harb bin Isma‘il al-Kirmani, he is from those
who wrote from me.”” Ibn AbI Hatim said, “Aba Muhammad (Harb)
was the companion of my father in Sham, my father wrote from him
in Damascus.”” Ibn Abi Ya'la said, citing Aba Bakr al-Khallal, “He -
Harb - was the jurist of the land and the ruler had made him preside
over judgement and other affairs in the land.” Aba Bakr al-Khallal
said, “A honourable (lofty) man. Abx Bakr al-Marradhi encouraged
me to travel to him.” Ibn al-Qayyim wrote in his Nniyyah, “And
look at Harb and the consensus he cited. What an achievement from

% Refer to al-Siyar (13/247) and al-Tabaqat (1/84).

" Tarikh Dimashq (12/310), al-Mizzi in Tahdhib al-Kamal (8/171) and
Tadhkirah al-Huffadh (2/582).

¥ Al-Jarh wal-Ta'dil (3/253).

* Tabaqat al-Hanabilah (1/145).

“* Tabaqat al-Hanabilah (1/388).
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this youth of Kirman [through Allah’s aid].”*' And al-Mardawi wrote
in al-Insaf, “Harb is from the senior imams of hadith.”*

His Death

After a life populated with much travelling for knowledge, he died
in 280H. Harb lived for ninety years as mentiond by al-Zahabi, “He
was granted a long life and reached close to ninety years. And I do
not know of anything objectionable about him, may Allah the
Exalted have mercy upon him.”*

From “The Consensus of the Salaf Regarding Creed”, forthcoming
publication. Translation and notes by Abu ‘Tyad @abuiyaadsp.

! Al-Kafiyah al-Shafiyah (p. 116).
* Al-Insaf (2/523).
* Refer to al-Siyar (13/245).
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